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DEMANDS FOR FARM LABOR RISING SHARPLY 


No Gains Made by Labor 
In Legislation; Most 
Pro-Labor Bills Hit 


Organized labor in California took a 
“draw” in legislation at the recent session 
of the Legislature. Union officials admitted 
they made no substantial gains in legis- 
lation, although they said they “held their 
own” despite opinions to the contrary. 

An attempt to repeal the jurisdictional 
dispute law failed, but only after heated 
debate and the submission of six different 
amendments. The bill, which in its final 
form made it illegal for a “company-dom1- 
nated union” to come under the act, was 
passed by both houses and signed by the 
Governor. 

The $1.25 minimum wage bill, also intro- 
duced by the unions, was defeated. 


Farmers would have had to 
share the brunt of another bill 
had it become law. The measure 
would have restricted all but 
plumbers to do maintenance and 
plumbing work by licensing all 
plumbers and blanketing under 
the law all who are now in that 
occupation, 


Another bill would require that a boiler 
engineer would require a registered mainte- 
nance engineer to man any pump over 75 
horsepower, or a boiler which carried 50 
pounds or more pressure. This measure, 
if passed, would have affected dairies, 
quick-freeze plants, and other equipment, 
despite the fact that most of this equipment 
is now automatic. 

The union bill to include farm workers 
under the Unemployment Insurance Act 
also failed. 


Associated Farmer Members 
Increase Over Last Year 


Membership in the local units 
of the Associated Farmers was 
on the upswing this year over 
last, according to the State office, 
with many counties reporting in- 
creased members and additional 
dues. 


In reviewing the membership 
report for 1955, President Fran 
Greer declared: 


‘“‘This upsurge in member- 
ship of the Associated Farmers 
throughout the State is indica- 
tive of the interest shown in the 
program of the organization. 


‘We are most thankful to the 
members for supporting their 
local units and the State pro- 
gram. Problems in agriculture 
are continuously increasing, and 
our staff in the State office has 
been coping with these problems 
in the various counties with a 
very limited budget. I am sure 
such increased support is en- 
couraging to them also.” 


Farmers on Coast Pay 28 Per Cent 
More Wages Than Over Country 


Farm wages on the Pacific Coast were 
more than 28 per cent higher than the aver- 
age for the rest of the nation on July 1 
of this year, according to the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

For instance, farm workers on the Pa- 
cific Coast receive an average monthly 
salary, with house included, of $239, while 
workers in the West, North Central States 
receive an average, with house, of $158. 


Greater Farm Production, 
Campaign on ““Wetbacks” 
Cause Labor Shortage 


American workers will have their great- 
est opportunity in many years for jobs on 
California farms during the current harvest 
season, reports Edward F. Hayes, Chief 
of the Farm Placement Service of the De- 
partment of Employment. 

Midsummer harvests are getting under 
way and the farm labor demand will rise 
rapidly between now and the September 
peak. Labor shortages already exist in 
many crops in many areas. 


Hayes said that increased labor 
needs were the result of greater 
farm production, the effective 
campaign to remove illegal “‘wet- 
back” foreign labor from Cali- 
fornia and other states, and high 
non-agricultural employment 
which has drawn workers from 
the farm labor market. Mi- 
gration from other states is less 
than usual because many work- 
ers are staying home to do work 
formerly done by wetbacks. 


AREAS OF DEMAND 


Crops and areas with high labor demands 
are: 

Apricots in the San Jose and Hollister 
districts; canning peaches from Merced and 
Modesto north to Marysville and Gridley; 
pears in the lower Sacramento Valley and 
El Dorado and Placer County foothills; 
almonds in the northern Sacramento Valley 
counties; cantaloupes and miscellaneous 
melons in the Firebaugh and Huron dis- 
tricts of Fresno County; table grapes in the 
San Joaquin Valley; raisin grapes in Fresno 
County; apple pickers and snap-bean pick- 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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SEN. JOHN MURDY LISTS PROBLEMS FACING AGRICULTURE 


Four immediate problems which face 
California agriculture were outlined re- 
cently by Senator John A. Murdy, Jr., of 
Orange County while speaking before a 
meeting of the Agricultural Council in 
Fresno. 

“First,” he said, “What is going to be 
the attitude of farmers toward price sup- 
ports and government surpluses? Agri- 
culture must face up to this problem and 
find a different solution than we have at 
the present time which simply increases the 
problem and perpetuates it in operation.” 

The second problem, the Senator de- 
clared, is the forthcoming merger of the 
CIO and the A. F. of L. 

Stressing that agriculture is not anti- 
labor, but does believe that the American 
citizen should not be denied the right to 
work without paying tribute to some labor 
organization, Murdy said: 

“There has been no time in our 
national history when we have 
had such a powerful political and 
social organization as we have 
now in the process of being 
formed. If properly controlled, 
it can be a force for great good, 
but any organization with the 
power that this one will have can 
terrifically abuse that power if 
not properly controlled. 

“Anti-trust laws were created some years 
ago to control powerful combines. If the 
power of this organization is abused, such 
legislation will undoubtedly be necessary 
to properly control it also. Should such a 
labor organization eventually get into a 
position to control the orderly flow to 
market of perishable fruit, vegetables, dairy 


IMAGINE HIM IN CONGRESS! 


Just suppose Carl Sugar of Stockton had 
been successful in his campaign for Con- 
gress several years ago. He was a consult- 
ing engineer and touted by organized labor 
as the man for the job. 

However, an excerpt from the report on 
Un-American Activities Committee of Con- 
gress, in hearings held in Los Angeles in 
June, indicates he was a member of the 
Communist Party in 1937, and had joined 
to fight Nazi fascism, but “got out a year 
later when he determined the Communists 
did not have the answer.” 


products, etc., it will be a very unpleasant 

day for the average farmer. It is undoubt- 

edly one of the real trouble spots ahead.” 
The attitude of agriculture concern- 
ing the state legislature is the third 
problem confronting farmers. Recent 
political developments, he said, have 
changed the Senate, which has been 
historically and predominantly agri- 
culturally minded, conservative, and 
composed of older men with long years 
of experience into a body of predomi- 
nantly young men with a much more 
liberal view. Agriculture, as a result, 
must face up to the fact that the State 

Senate today has no longer any great 

element of safety regarding its agri- 

cultural legislative program for the 

State. 

TAKE SECOND LOOK 

Finally, agriculture must take a look at 
the social philosophy that seems to be eat- 
ing away at the moral fiber of America, 
Murdy warned. In all of our laws in re- 
cent years, we have had a tendency to shed 
personal responsibility and to push more 
and more of the responsibility that should 
belong to the individual onto the taxpayers 
and society as a whole. 

“American agriculture has historically 
been conservative in its attitude and mili- 
tant in the desire to carry its full share of 
responsibility,” the Orange County senator 
concluded. “In my opinion, we must again 
establish in the thinking of the ordinary 
American great respect for old-fashioned 
words like ‘thrift, ‘frugality,’ ‘initiative,’ 
‘honor, and ‘integrity.’ This has histori- 
cally been the position of farmers who 
always have had great respect for all of 
these virtues.” 


DIG THOSE CRAZY MIXED-UP 
COWS AND PIGS 


It was inevitable, with our modern con- 
cern for everyone’s mental health that 
some advanced thinker would start worry- 
ing about mental health in the animal 


kingdom. 

Dr. W. N. McMillen, of Decatur, Illinois, 
a livestock nutrition expert, has issued a 
warning that lack of love, care and atten- 
tion results in neurotic, inefficient, irritable, 
and frightened farm animals. “Pigs, cows, 
turkeys and chickens all can tell when they 


Gibbs Meets With Units 
In South To Report on 
Legislative Session 


In an official swing through Southern 
California, Charles E. Gibbs, Executive 
Secretary of the Associated Farmers of Cali- 
fornia, last month met with locals units, 
officers and members of allied industry. 

Gibbs conferred with members of the 
Executive Committee of the Associated 
Farmers of Orange County early one after- 
noon, meeting later with the Board of Di- 
rectors of the local unit. The new presi- 
dent, Dick Evans, presided over the meet- 
ing. Other newly elected officers include 
Ray Prothers, First Vice-President, and Bob 
White, Second Vice-President. 

The following day, Gibbs met with the 
Directors of the Riverside and San Bernar- 
dino County Associated Farmer units in 
a joint meeting at the Mission Inn in River- 
side. He gave the members a comprehen- 
sive report on the results of legislation at 
Sacramento. The meeting was presided 
over by William F. Lester, Riverside 
County president. Edward Imsand, head 
of the Meadowbrook Dairy, and president 
of the San Bernardino County unit, was in 
attendance. Paul Coram, Secretary-Treas- 
urer of the two counties, was also present. 

In San Diego County, Gibbs met with 
the Board of Directors of that county unit 
at a meeting held in the Citrus Exchange 
in Escondido, with President Roland H. 
Wight presiding. The Board heard a re- 
port on legislation from the State Executive 
Secretary. Members were gratified to have 
Ray Badger of Rancho Santa Fe, former 
State president, back from inactivity after 
about a year’s absence. 

Gibbs also spent a day in Los Angeles 
conferring with leaders of allied industry. 

In the coastal counties of Southern Cali- 
fornia, he conferred with President Glynn 
Chase of Ventura County, and with State 
President Fran Greer in Santa Barbara. 


are liked,” he declared, and he didn’t mean 
at the dining-room table. 

Without wanting to go all out on the 
matter, it seems to us that Dr. McMillen 
has performed a useful service. There are 
never enough causes to keep some people 
occupied, and now we can expect to read 
of organization meetings to form local 
chapters of the Society for the Prevention of 
Mental Cruelty to Animals. 
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Familiar Labor Names Head 


U. S.-Mexican Committee 


The U. S. section of the Joint U. S.- 
Mexican Trade Union Committee named 
four permanent field representatives in 
each of the states bordering on Mexico and 
named new standing officers. 

Familiar to California farmers is Ernesto 
Galarza of San Jose, California, who for 
years has been an organizer for the off- 
breed fruit and vegetable workers’ union 
which caused much trouble over the State. 
He will be a field representative. 


Named as officers of the joint trade union 
committee are H. L. Mitchell, president of 
the AFL Agricultural Workers Union and 
former president of the National Farm 
Labor Union. Mitchell is vice-chairman. 
Others include Paul K. Reed of the United 
Mine Workers, Treasurer; Milton 
Plumb of the CIO Legislative Department, 
Secretary; Frank L. Noakes, Director of 
Research for the AFL Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employees, Chair- 
man. 


and 


C. J. (Neil) Haggerty, Secretary-Treas- 
urer of the California Federation of Labor, 
is a member of the Joint Committee. 


Teamsters Raising $40,000 
Monthly for Strike Fund 


Members of the American Federation of 
Teamsters in the eleven Western States are 
contributing nearly $40,000 a month to a 
strike fund which was established recently. 

A 25-cent monthly per capita payment 
for approximately 150,000 teamsters is now 
being made into the fund, with strike bene- 
fits to be paid from the fund when needed 
after October. 

The strike fund will be used to supple- 
ment the $15 weekly strike benefits now 
paid by the international union. 

With the exception of the Sonoma-Marin 
Dairymen’s Association, which now has 
a membership of about 600, California 
farmers are unprepared for taking care of 
their produce during labor strife. They 
would just have to shut down and let the 
produce rot. 

Not so with the dairymen’s organization, 
who have seen their milk poured down the 
sewers because they wouldn’t yield to union 
domination. They organized and assessed 
their members to construct two standby 


plants to insure their business. 


THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE! 
Comparison proves that the United 
States, with 6% of the world’s land 
surface and 7% of the world’s popu- 
lation, has: 
85% 
50% 
92% 
48% 
52% 


of the world’s automobiles 
of the world’s hospital beds 
of the world’s bathtubs 

of the world’s radio sets 

of the world’s high school 


students, 


and produces 34% of the world’s 
meat, and creates 45% of the world’s 
total wealth. 


Market Lumpers Gouging 
Brings Farmer Protest 


Gouging tactics by lumpers in the Los 
Angeles Produce Market are in evidence 
again. Complaints have been received re- 
cently that charges ranging from $15 to $27 
have been levied by lumpers for unloading 
produce trucks. 

Efforts to control the unsavory situation 
in the Los Angeles market have been fruit- 
less. A year ago, the Produce Truckers 
Association was established to function as 
the “employer” of the lumpers, but this 
effort failed because of the inability of the 
Teamsters Joint Council No. 42 to control 
its members of the Fruit & Produce Drivers, 
Warehousemen and Employees Union 
Local 630, and because truck operators did 
not codperate by joining the association. 

The 
legislative control over the situation should 
not be necessary in view of the successful 


Associated Farmers believes that 


methods used in the San Francisco and 
Oakland markets. But the Associated 
Farmers is prepared to seek legislative 
that 
sary because of the inability of the union, 


remedies if action becomes neces- 
produce dealers, and truck operators to 


solve the problem. 


®@ More About 


Farm Labor 
ers in Sonoma County; and Valencia or- 
anges in Orange, San Bernardino, and Los 
Angeles Counties. 

Hayes added that vacationing students 
can be of great help in local crop areas, par- 
ticularly older high school and college men. 

“California farmers are all set to break 
another production record for the nation’s 
number one agricultural state, but they 
need harvest help and need it right now,” 
he declared. 


“Hot Cargo” Clause 
In Contracts Hit 
In Damage Suit 


A damage suit, charging trucking compa- 
nies observed a “hot cargo” clause in union 
contracts with the AFL Teamsters, is the 
latest chapter in the fight against this 
powerful union. 

If successful, this may cause employers 
in trucking and many other businesses to 
be hesitant in signing or enforcing “hot 
cargo” clauses. These are an implemen- 
tation of secondary boycotts, all forms of 
which, some authorities say, are unlawful 
under the Taft-Hartley Act. 

The suit for $75,000 was filed in behalf 
of the Galveston Truck Lines of Houston, 
Texas, against 21 trucking companies 
which, the plaintiff says, refused to receive 
freight delivered to them at Oklahoma City 
from Houston and other Texas points. 


Troubles began in April when 
the Union gave the trucking 
company three days to sign a con- 
tract. When the official of the 
company refused because his 27 
truck drivers “expressed no wish 
to have the union represent 
them,” the union started the “hot 
cargo” method of force. 


“T am not anti-union,” the trucking 
official declared. “I don’t carry a chip on 
my shoulder, and I believe unions gener- 
ally have been a force for good. However, 
I think it is wrong for anyone, including 
union leaders, to engage in a secondary 
boycott for economic pressure, and I think 
it’s wrong for management to use a union 
as a tool in hurting a man’s business.” 


Bill Prohibiting Strikes Against 
Government Now Before Senate 


A measure now before the U. S. Senate 
would deny Federal employment to sub- 
versives or anyone who strikes against 
the Government. The measure passed the 
House without a dissenting vote. 

Specifically, the bill would bar from 
Government payrolls any person who (1) 
participates in a strike against the Govern- 
ment, asserts the right to strike or belongs 
to an organization asserting the right to 
strike; (2) advocates overthrow of the 
Government or belongs to an organization 
advocating its overthrow. 


Sonoma Apple Growers 
Appeal for Labor Peace 


Sonoma County apple growers, fighting 
to keep their heads above water in face of 
probable lower prices and existing pro- 
duction costs, have issued an open letter to 
operators and employees of canning and 
processing plants urging them not to be- 
come involved in any labor strife. 

Run as an advertisement in the Santa 
Rosa Press-Democrat and the Sebastopol 
Times, by the Associated Farmers of So- 
noma County, the open letter was titled 
“Don’t Upset the Apple Cart,” and added: 

“Sonoma County's ‘Apple Cart’ is 
tottering because production costs for 
apple growers have come perilously 
close to gross returns. Any further 
increase in production costs at this 
time—such as labor strife—almost cer 
tainly will ‘upset the Apple Cart.” 

The advertisement further pointed out 
that Sonoma County growers are already 
in an adyerse position in competing with 
apple producers in other states because of 
generally higher wage rates and transpor- 
tation costs. The industry, it said, cannot 
survive unless growers receive returns at 
least equal to costs of production. 


“Wetback” Must Use Jet Propulsion 
To Return From Mexico for Work 

From the files of the Calistogan, in 
Calistoga, comes the story headed “Speedy 
Mexican Puzzles Officers.” 

“Jet planes have nothing on Enrique 
Torres, Mexican national who has been 
working off and on in the valley. 

“Enrique has been arrested four times 
for deportation in the past year, and each 
time he returns to Napa County with a 
speed that has officers puzzled. 

“His best record was made when he was 
arrested in St. Helena on a Saturday, sent 
back to Mexico the following Monday, and 
reappeared in St. Helena on Wednesday. 

“Poor Enrique was arrested again last 
week and is being held for immigration 
officers for another deportation. 

“Some of the boys in St. Helena are mak- 
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Members Urged to Call State 
Office on Labor Matters 


Members are asked to immedi- 
ately report any labor difficulties 
in their counties, either in the 
fields or in the processing plants, 
in order that members of the 
State staff may be of assistance 
to those in difficulty. 

Please notify the office of the 
Associated Farmers of Califor- 
nia, Inc., in San Francisco, by 
telephone or wire. The address 
is 25 California Street, tele- 
phone GArfield 1-5654, collect. 


Farm Groups Join Dairyman 
In Appeal to High Court 


A $20,000 judgment issued in favor of 
the Oosten Dairy of Los Angeles as a re- 
sult of a suit filed for damages against the 
Knudsen Creamery Co. of Los Angeles, by 
the Superior Court, is now before the State 
Supreme Court on an appeal. 

The appeal was filed in the case when it 
was lost in the Appellate Courts. 

Joining with the plaintiff in his appeal 
to the Supreme Court are the Associated 
Farmers of California, California Farm Bu- 
reau Federation, Agricultural Council of 
California, California Canning Pear As- 
sociation, and the California Canning 
Peach Association, who will appear as 
“friend of the court” in the case. 

“Tt was felt that if the Appellate Court 
decision is sustained, any contract with a 
processor in the future would be of no 
value,” Charles E. Gibbs declared, “in the 
event any labor dispute should arise in rais- 
ing, harvesting, or transporting of food to 
market.” 

Gibbs commended the Associate Farmers 
of Los Angeles County for their financial 
assistance in the court case, which began 
over two years ago. 


ing book on just how long it takes Enrique 
to get back this time.” 
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Dilworth Address Carried 
In National Publication 


“The Freedom Manifesto,” a conden- 
sation of an address given recently by State 
Senator Nelson S. Dilworth, of Hemet, be- 
fore the California Society of the Sons of 
the American Revolution, is a featured arti- 
cle in the July issue of National Republic. 

Pointing to the constant Communist 
threat against freedom, both in the United 
States and abroad, Senator Dilworth de- 
clared: 


“I challenge you to engage the 
enemy, be he a member of your 
lodge, your church, or your 
club. Speak out for freedom and 
America. Hide not your faith 
in meaningless platitudes or cul- 
tured phrases. Courageously de- 
nounce the enemies of freedom. 
Know the truth of the ideologi- 
cal greatness of our free Republic 
and meet the enemy in forum 
and auditorium. I sound a call 
for more volunteers with even 
stouter hearts in a more decisive 
battle for the native land we 
love. I call for volunteers to 
speak in defense of American 
liberty. I call for volunteers for 
the duration of the cold war or 
until death.” 


President Fran Greer Met Members 
Of Congress in Trip to Capital 

President Fran Greer met with members 
of the California delegation to Congress 
several months ago in Washington, where 
he had journeyed as a member of the 
Forestry Advisory Board for Santa Barbara. 

He returned with a highly prized picture 
of Vice-President Nixon taken with none 
other than his nibs—President Fran. 


JUST FRIENDS? 

The CIO have accused the AFL Team- 
sters Union of “ruthless and unprincipled” 
raiding and said such tactics are seriously 
jeopardizing the proposed AFL-CIO 


merger. 
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